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The Oil and Gas Authority is an Executive Agency of the 
Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC)
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Onshore oil and gas

Role of OGA with other regulators

New Licensing

Regulating seismicity 

Hydraulic Fracture Plan
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UK onshore 
oil and gas
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Over 2100 wells drilled

Producing fields 

Å30 Oil fields

Å8 Gas fields

Å2 Coalbed Methane fields

2014 onshore production 

Å1.2 million cubic meters oil

Å80 million cubic meters gas



Regulatory Regime in England
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OGA online 
application for 
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Finances

EAStatutory 
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OGAaward of exclusive licence after open competition

Local Authority
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HSE
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ω Abstraction licences
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Exploration 
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Petroleum Exploration and Development 
Licence (PEDL)

Å A PEDLƎǊŀƴǘǎ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ άto search and bore for and get petroleumέ 
in all the various stages of oil and gas exploration, appraisal; production 
and eventually abandonment of the wells. 

Å Licences do not give permission for operations,only grant exclusivity to 
licensees within a defined area.

Å Drilling, fracking or production require local planning permission,  Access 
agreement(s) with relevant landowner(s), Environment Agency permits, 
HSE scrutiny and DECC well consent before any operations can commence

Å PEDL licence covers conventional oil and gas, tight gas, coalbed methane 
(CBM), mine vent gas, oil shale and shale gas. A PEDL licence does not 
allow for underground coal gasification (UCG) or CO2 sequestration. 
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Licence Rounds

Å To apply for a licence, the applicant submits information and later is 
interviewed by an expert panel who consider the Geotechnical Analysis 
and their proposed Work Programme,the minimum amount of work that 
the Applicant must carry out if the licence is not to expire at the end of its 
Initial Term. Their technical analysis and work programme are assessed 
against a published marks scheme. 

Å Only companies with the necessary Operator Competency and 
Environmental Sensitivity are considered for award.OGA must also be 
confident that any company that receives a licence will continue in sound 
financial health for the foreseeable future (Financial Viability) and has 
adequate Financial Capacity to cover its share of the proposed Work 
Programme.
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14th Round

Å Oct 2014  - Received 95 
Applications for 295 blocks

Å Jan 2015 - decisions devolved to 
the Scottish Parliament

Å Feb 2015 ςdecisions devolved 
to  Welsh Assembly

Å Aug 2015 ςAnnounced who will 
be offered 27 Blocks not 
requiring detailed Habitats 
Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
because the proposed activities 
within these blocks will have no 
likely significant effect upon 
protected habitats 

Å 132 further Blocks may be 
offered follow HRA consultation


